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Introduction
In Bakossi society western education has been ridiculed by the obnoxious proverb Be diag mbwog ekalacge? Translated as “No one leaves education as a legacy or inheritance” 
 This proverb came with the introduction of western education. For quite sometime, the proverb played a negative role on how the Bakossis perceived education. Although it was a minority opinion, it influenced the majority of the population towards academic pursuit. Despite the fact that the Bakossi society was among the very first societies in Cameroon to have embraced Christianity and formal school system. 
 Western education, therefore, became an object of smug and passive desire because many at the time thought that certificates acquired in school may not be handed down from one person to the other.
 They will become portraits in decorating walls or simply buried with their owner(s). Many also thought western education would keep their children away from their roots. Some equally developed native attitudes toward western education because they could not bear the cost involved in sponsoring their children. Those who came up with this ambiguous statement lost sight of the enormous advantages western education brings in the social transformation of any society. No doubt many left the grass field region to pursue education in Bakossiland but those who themselves had this educational opportunities did not take sufficient advantage of the situation. The Bakossi are today lacking in many professions both in the humanities, social sciences and physical sciences as a consequence. The good news is that the proverb has become obsolete in recent years yet, it lingers in the minds of some a few skeptics and from time to time they slip it in conversations.
 
Our objective is to attempt to give an answer to the question embedded in the proverb. We shall begin by showing what we inherited from the Bakossi indigenous education as well as the enormous benefits the Bakossi man gained by being exposed to western schooling. We shall then take a look at how the notion of inheritance has affected the progress of academic pursuit and finally we shall come up with some recommendations.
Bakossi Indigenous Education
In prehistoric Bakossi society, indigenous education was evident. The Bakossi carried out education through initiation ceremonies into societies like the Ngwe, Mwankum, Ahon, Ekumechi, Nkolongo and Male. Apprenticeship in the healing of the sick as a traditional craft was practiced. In the good old days, we could see apprentice traditional doctors that surrounded Sango Adolf Ngolle of Nkack-Ninong-and Sango Sonekambe the traditional herbalist of Bendume. During pre-colonial Bakossi society, children acquired basic education from their parents and other relations in and out of their nuclear family. They learned to listen to conversations and stories. They learned the language and other skills, values and knowledge of their society. They learned to gather food and how to provide shelter.
 The famous Ndabechum is a unique artistic production of the Bakossis. Research is still going on to find out where such a replica of such exactitude exists in the world today.
Inherent in the Bakossi indigenous education was the division of roles according to sex. Boys learned from their fathers how to make spears; cutlasses, knives, hoes, hoe-handles, log and skin drums, bowls, mortars, spoons as well as how to cultivate land. They equally learned how to play drums and other musical instruments like guitars. On the part of girls, they learned from their mothers how to prepare food and the art of child caring. Children in general learned and imitated their parents’ actions and behaviours. They ate what their parents ate and avoided what they avoided to eat. Children were either corrected in words or actions. The great aim of the Bakossi indigenous education at the time was not just theory but theory associated directly with action.
 Children were also educated through peer groups. They were able to use their intellect to improve upon their environment, hence, coming up with what is today known as Bakossi culture and/ or tradition. Handed down from generation to generation, this has become the Bakossi heritage. From the above analysis, it is surprising that during conversations some one can still say “Be daig mbwog ekalage”? Affirmatively, I would say, Eeh me eeh! Yes we can. Is it by ignorance that promoters of such an absurdity could not realized that Bakossi had indigenous type of education that they are enjoying through inheritance? No doubt, it is often said that a great many people think they are thinking when they are merely rearranging their prejudices.

The introduction of Western Formal Education
Then formal education came in 1902, when the Basel missionaries opened the first western type of school in Bakossiland precisely in Nyasoso
 Since 1902, when the first school was opened, educational development in Bakossi land grew with a lot of prospects. Schools sprang up in alarming rate. In 1936; the Basel missionaries opened a lower middle school at Essossong under Jacob Grest. The Essossong School was a higher institution to which parents throughout British Southern Cameroons sent their children as boarders for a holistic education; the head, soul and body. In 1936, a Basel Mission Primary School was opened in Tombel. 
In 1943, a school was opened in Mwebah. Other ones were opened in Ndom in 1946; Nkikoh 1950; Ekajoh 1953, Ebonji 1955, Mwaku 1956, NkombuMbeng 1960 and Eyandong in 1962. In 1947, the Missionaries opened the Basel Mission Probationary Teacher Training Centre in Nyasoso (BMPTC). This school was moved to Bali and finally to Batibo in 1949, as a full-fledged Teacher Training College to award the teacher grade three certificates. In 1964, a Presbyterian Teacher Training College was opened in Nyasoso with strong government assistance
. It was closed down in 1974. However, in the same year, Hon. Thomas Ebongalame suggested and appealed to the Presbyterian authorities for government to take over the school and transformed the PTTC into Government Secondary School Nyasoso by the then Minister of National Education, Bernard Bidas ả Ngon. In this manner, with the closing of PTTC, the PCC contributed in the opening of the first secondary school in the Bakossiland.
 
Established in Baseng since 1926, the Catholic authorities also realized the importance of education in the accomplishment of their mission of evangelization. As such, as soon as the missionaries started settling down at Baseng, they made plans for the introduction of western education. They mobilized all their ingenuity and resourcefulness with the full co-operation of the local population to achieve this goal. In April 1927, Saint Michael School Baseng was opened. Forty-five boys began their primary education in the temporary church building in Baseng. These boys joined their adults, teachers and priests to put up a school building, which was completed in March, 1928. The structures in its permanent site were completed in August, 1938. The school grew in stages and became a full primary school in 1939. In 1945, a girl’s school was opened in Baseng but it was closed down in 1956. Other Catholic Schools were later opened in Nyandong, Bekume, Nhianghse , Yoge, Tombel, Muabi, Mwambong, Babobuck and Bangem.
In 1944, the Roman Catholics opened a probationary TTC at Baseng and after just one year, the training centre was moved to Njinikom. This action displeased many people and since then, nobody has been at ease with this decision.
 These schools helped to open the Bakossi and the rest of the British Southern Cameroons to new ways, western ideas and modernity. In fact, like the Basel Missionaries in Nyasoso, Baseng became a centre of learning for all through out Southern Cameroons. These schools contributed in the spiritual, moral, mental and physical upbringing of thousands of Bakossi .and Southern Cameroonians. The values, skills as well as competences acquired as result of schooling were handed down from one generation to another. Moreover, some of the School buildings of schools that were later closed down are now hosting many government schools: GHS Nyasoso, GS Bekume, GS Ndom are few examples. The government is merely taking the cue from missionary bodies in creating schools especially secondary schools: GHS Nyasoso, GBHS Bangem, GBHS Tombel, GBSS Muabong, GSS Nyandong, GSS Ngusi, GSS Ndom, GSS Mwebah, GSS Ebonji and GSS Buba. What other legacy should one ask of education? 
In terms of manpower development, western education produced men and women who serve and are still serving in many walks of lives. This group of people include teachers, most of whom became politicians, religious leaders and medical doctors. Prominent teachers were R.N Charley; A E Ekiti, G Mbong, R M Ntoko, P N Kome, Ferdinard Esambe Ngando, S. N Ejdepang-Koge, Esambe Alobwede Lucas Nyong, John Mebune Nkalle, Ndonde Sone, Chief Simon Nkwelle, Ntoko Wilfred, Hon. Ajebe Sone, Lucas Nyong Ebame, Thomas Ebongalame, Joseph Ntungwe Esong, Rudolf Essole Enang, Chief John Ngwane, Mesue Lucas Metame, Peter Mesumbe Ngalame, Godfrey Epie Njumbe, Clement Njumbe, Ngalame Michael Etoe and a host of others. This group of persons did not help to develop themselves but they made enormous sacrifices with their meager earnings to hand down the education they acquired to their children. Take the case of Rudolf Essole Enang; for example, God blessed him with children many of these are amongst the best brains in Bakossi, today. (Enang Rose Dione and Ruth Enang Mesode). What other inheritance could these children have acquired from their father that can be compared to education?
Our cultural icon, SN Ejedepang- Koge is today a moving encyclopedia. His house has become a bee hive for young researchers for consultancy. He has equally set up a magnificent library in Tombel open to the world. What other inheritance do promoters of the obnoxious proverb Be diag mbwog ekalacge? expected from an educated man as Ejedepang-Koge. In material wealth, the humble Ejedepang-Koge is rich through the education which his children have inherited from him. This can now procure material wealth too. Educated Bakossi equally entered politics. They left behind a political legacy that made Bakossi reputable in the political landscape in Cameroon. I am referring to Thomas Ebongalame, Hon Ajebe Sone, Clement Njumbe, and contemporaries like John Ebong Ngole, Thomas Nzenze Ewanoge, Hon Albert Ngome Kome and Prof. Elvis Ngole Ngole politicians. It is through education that our contemporaries are able to aspire to healthy political, administrative and technical careers, and grow rich as some of them have become. This is practically inheritance bequeathed by education.
Western education produced prominent religious leaders. Father Henry Diobe Mesue. He was the first Bakossi Roman Catholic priest and before his death he made sure that he held a hand to his nephew Vincent Ngole Mesue into priest hood. Rev. Father Dr. Ngalame, Father Pascal Nsah, Father Micheal Ewang Ndille. The Rev. Pastor Otto Ebong Eseh was the first Bakossi Protestant Basel Mission Pastor. After him there is a long list of men of God: Rev. Hans Ntungwa. Rev. Abel Ngom’Etuge, Rev. Abraham Ebong Ngole, Rev. Hans Elong Nkuge, Rev. Thomas Ngwane Ediage, Rev. Samuel Ewang and Rev. Martin Akume Sone. All these men received western education before becoming Reverends. Who would deny the fact that the numerous spiritual blessings we inherited from their preachings and their works were not a direct consequence of the education they received? The son of Rev. Pastor Otto Ebontene Eseh, Samuel Mbong Eseh became so prominent in education that he too has left behind Divine Comprehensive College-Kumba for the present and future generations to inherit. 
In the medical domain, western education produced a group of medical doctors: Dr. Jacob Mpako Ejelle, Dr. Stephen Nzume, Dr Andrew Eneme Ngome Dr. George Ntoko Epie, Dr. Kome Nzume Leslie, Dr. Aaron Akide Nkwelle, Dr. Andrew Atabe, Chief Ray Ajebe Koge the Pharmacist, .Dr, Mrs. Irene Mesang Ekaney and Dr. Peter Ngole. With the demise of Dr. Stephen Nzume and Chief Ray Koge, their children, Dr. Gilbert Nzume and Dr. Koge Ajebe Ejedepang-Koge are capable to take over the management of their medical operations today thanks to education. What could have happened to these services after their founders had passed away, if their children were not educated in the medical fields? Western education produced academics in Bakossiland. Prof. Mesape Nzumbe Ntoko; Prof. Alobwed’epie Charles, Prof. Paul Ntungwe Ndue, Prof. Elvis Ngole, Dr. Samuel Enongene Metuge, Ngolle, Dr. Ajanno, Dr. Manasseh Ngome,  Dr. Nnange and Dr. Akume Salle. Hopefully, Prof. Alobwed’epie Charles is smiling from ear to ear because the son, Dr. Alobwede Charles Jr. would soon inherit his seat in the University of Yaounde I.
Chief Mekong Ngwese although not educated, gave the son, Oscar Ngwese Makoge sound education, which permitted him to work in the colonial administration. He rose to the rank of Permanent Secretary in 1960s, what is today known as Secretary General. His education gave him a better disposition to manage his people. Today, a magnificent palace is found in Mwebah thanks to the line of successors of Chief Mekong Ngwese who inherited the fruits of good education. The education R.N Charley’s was given by his father who understood the value of education became inheritance to R.N Charley. R.N Charley used his education to become a teacher, then  head teacher and later, member of Eastern House of Assembly in Nigeria.
Bakossi women also benefited from western education. It is commonly said, “Educate a woman, and then you have educated a whole nation”. The best known of these women are: Clara Ntang, Ella Senze Ntoko, Grace Mejang Eneme, Lucy Diengu Ekane Regina Menone Akwensioge, Emilia Ejedepang-Koge, Alice Ngome Kome, Dr. Ebong Balbina, Felicia Ngome, Ediage Grace Melioge, Ekwogge Koggerson Bertha Esung, Sube Catherine, Irene Ntube, Florence Wang Kome, Enang Rose Dione and Enang Ruth Mesode. The unique thing about the above mention persons is the fact that most of them had education under financial stress because they came from  modest backgrounds where their parents were either farmers or teachers. We have inherited much from their resilience. These are women whom we are proud today to be the best brains in Bakossiland.
The Issue of Education and Inheritance
Education is a service provided by society for its members. It has a multifarious function and role in the social structures of any society. Through the initiation of each individual youth in adulthood, citizenship, social responsibility and a highly complex mobile society education aims at the development of fully rounded personality as well as an investment in the future of society.
 Education opens new horizons and raises the quality of life. It is a fundamental human right and a means to achieving wider human development that includes higher living standards, improved public health and democratization. Education is one of the most powerful catalysts for poverty reduction.
 According to UNESCO report, every education system concentrates on the cultural identity. The cultural search for components and its linguistic expression should be at the foundation of every coherent education policy. Based on the search for cultural heritage, education sharpens the desire for further knowledge by provoking an overview of the past. 

Constraints Embedded in the Proverb towards Education
What is therefore inheritance? According to Advanced Learners Dictionary, inheritance is the act of inheriting. To inherit is to receive property; money and title left behind by some one who had died. Inheritance brings to mind the issue of materialism and worldliness. The proverb Be diag mbwog ekalacge? therefore has constraints in the pursuits of academic qualifications. We should therefore drop such a proverb in our conversations because as shown above, education could accelerate economic development in our land and not the notion of inheritance. According to sociologists education is an aspect of achieved status, which is more gratifying than the ascribed status that inheritance bestows on us. An ascribed status is assigned to a person by society without regard for the person’s unique talents or characteristics. An achieved status comes to us largely through our own efforts. We must do something to acquire an achieved status by going to school; learning a skill, establishing friendship and inventing a new product.
 
Education is long term investment that does not bring immediate benefits once you acquire it especially in an era where unemployment rate is high. But it is better to acquire education and preserve the knowledge and certificates so that when the opportunity comes you make use of them. Inheritance has the aura and its fallouts are immediate once the person who bequeaths it drops died. This is a very simplistic way of looking at life. Life does not rest on material things only. Money alone does not make the difference. Despite enormous strides that formal education has made in Bakossiland, the proverb came from the blues as a disincentive for academic pursuits. Most people did not consider higher education to be important. Basic education became fashionable. Until Ajang d’Ebong, became the first Bakossi to enroll in secondary school. 
The Proverb affected women more because it was preferable to give them off for marriage. Many youths looked at education with scorn. Through this proverb education and the issue of inheritance became mixed up. The proponents of the proverb perceived academic credentials as the sum total of education. Many watched certificates of the deceased educated person with envy. These certificates became soured grapes. Hence, as a defense mechanism they propounded this concept. Since the concept gained a foothold in Bakossi parlance, priorities of youths shifted toward the search for money. The educated that were searching for jobs became objects of ridicule. Drop out rate became unprecedented. Professional schools like the prestigious ENAM became fashionable. Migrating overseas has become the order of the day. Most drop outs quickly return home, some wishing their relatives’ death in order to inherit their wealth and titles.  
Many forget to know that it is thanks to education that one could even manage well what has been inherited. We have experiences in many occasions where people who inherited property and wealth could not manage them because they were either illiterate or semi illiterates. A pathetic story is told in Bekume, of Jacob Mesumbe who died. His son Mesumbe Andrew Nzume abandoned school in form four at Frank Harcourt Secondary School Kumba rushed home to inherit his father’s estates. Unfortunately, Mesumbe Andrew Nzume sold every inch of land that was bequeathed to him. In fact, he even attempted to sell the piece of land on which his parents were buried. When no land was left for him to sell, he became frustrated and a vagabond. His voyage took him to Gabon where he died miserably and was buried in Bongo’s land for want of money to transport his mortal remains to Bekume. This is a direct consequence of a semi illiterate inheriting his father’s property. 
Conclusion 
Education encompasses all the facets of life including the concept of inheritance itself. Education accelerates economic development. The best education for the best is the best education for all. The politics of education is complex and ever changing. At various times and places it can appear to be an asset or a liability.
 Although there seems to be a shift in the paradigm that has made the proverb becomes obsolete. The few whose minds are still tempted with this idea must get convinced and throw off this opinion. It is our wish that all actives forces make as a duty to educate all the Bakossi. Let us empathetise with our educated brothers and sisters who are educated but do not yet have jobs rather than reminding them “be diag mbwog ekalage?” Let us encourage our sons and daughters to undertake higher academic pursuits. .May, God bless us!
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